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Pablic  Law  "Partnership  for  lealth  AntendineEts  of  196?" j  includes  the 

"Clinical  Laboratories  IiEproYement  Act  of  I967"  (58  Stat.  702).    This  law  provides 
that  after  Jaauary  1^,  I.969  n©  person  maj  solicit  or  accept  in  interstate  commerce^ 
directly  or  indirectljj,  any  speciaien  for  laboratory  examination  or  other  laboratory 
procedmresj,  unless  there  is  in  effect  a  license  issued  Iby  the  Federal  Government 
for  such  laboratory. 


There  are  exemptions  permitted  'ander  this  law  but  they  will  be  granted  on  the 
basis  of  information  provided  on  the  official  foms  which  are  enclosed.  These 
forms  also  are  being  used  for  tiaking  a  state-wide  and  a  nation-wide  clinical  lab- 
oratory survey.    'Ehe  iKforinatiOB.  which  you  prO)Tide  will  be  forwarded,  to  the  Public 
Health  Service  which  is  responsible  for  administering  the  new  law  so  laboratories 
desiring  to  be  licensed  can  be  processed  wi 


Each  laboratory  cosing  within  the  definitioa  of  a  nedieal  laboratory  as  stated 
in  our  bulletin  lo .  3  =  Mtarch         1968  is  toeing  sent  a  set  of  foms ,    Tour  coopera- 
tion in  coitpletiBg  and  returning  them  will  be  greatly  appreciated.    Please  forward 
the  white  and  blue  copies  to  iie  in  the  enclosed  self -addressed  envelope.    You  may 
retain  the  yellow  copy  for  your  files. 

The  white  copy  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Service  by  me  on  June 
1968  so  I  should  have  then  by  Jane  I.    The  blue  copy  will  be  retained  here  and 
will  be  used  to  compile  data  on  laboratories  in  Montana.    This  is  needed  by  the 
Regional  Medical  Program^,  by  the  Laboratory  Advisory  Coiuiiittee  of  the  State  Dept. 
of  Healthj,  by  the  Allied  Health  Professions  Training  Program  of  the  University,  and 
by  other  groa,ps . 

IlFLlOTjEIZA 

Montana  shared  with  the  rest  of  the  nation  an  outbreak  of  Asian  Influenza. 
The  first  case  identified  in  our  laboratory  had  onset  I2/13/67  and  the  first  virus 
recovered  was  from  a  case  ill  on  I/10/68.    The  la^rgest  nuBber  of  cases  occurred 
1/20/68  and  the  last  positive  specimen  was  received  froii  a  patient  ill  on  2/24/68. 
A  total  of  kQ  eases  of  viral  influenza  were  coirfimed  in  the  State  Laboratory. 

Froa  3^'  throat  swaibs  whicl!,  you  submitted  according  to  our  request  in  Lab . 
Bulletin  lo.  1^,  January  1^  1968^  6  prototype  strains  of  Asian  Influenza  (A2) 
virus  wixe  obtained  by  inoculation  of  the  specimens  into  embryonated  eggs.  These 
were  sent  to  the  International  Influensa  Center  for  the  Americas  for  final  typing. 
They  have  been  designated  as  A2/MDIf AIl/los .  1-6/68,    Although  there  seems  to 
have  been  considerable  failure  of  vaccine  to  prevent  illness,  there  is  as  yet  no 
evidence  that  antigenic  variation  occurred  this  year.    Some  elevated  hemagglutin- 
ation-iahibition  titers  for  GTOUfi  B  influensa  virus  were  noted  but  these  were 
probably  due  to  vaccinatioia,    Therce  was  no  conclusive  evidence  in  the  laboratoiy 
that  illness  due  to  Group  B  inirimeosa  virus  occurred  in  Montana  this  year. 


¥e  thank  all  of  you  who  aubnitted  the 
1  oa  Influensia  in  Mlontana_,  1968! 
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